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INCREASE YOUR COLOR QUOTIENT

Bashful about adding colors to your rooms”? Follow these tips from one
of the country’'s most color-courageous decorators.
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lients who seek New York City interior
designer Jamie Drake to decorate their
homes have to be OK with color. “No one
comes to me for beige.” he says. If they did,
he would soon convert them. Known
for bold and luscious color schemes, this
palette master shares his philosophy—and answers common
questions about getting comfortable in rooms with color.

YOU ARE FEARLESS ABOUT COLOR. HOW
DID YOU GET SO BRAVE?

My mother was a painter and my father’s business was printing,
so those glossy, viscous printer inks clearly influenced my love
of color. My delight in the marvelously mushy, shiny inks at
my fathers factory has never waned. No “misty water-colored
memories” from my childhood. Only full-thrortle sarurared hues.

WHY IS COLOR IMPORTANT INOUR HOMES?
WhenIdesign, I naturally go to color first. Colorisntanelement
in design; it's fundamental ro it. Its one of the building blocks
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that shape a room. Take it away and what are you left with?
Those minimalist years from 1991 to 1997! Color establishes
mood and tone, be it regal, whimsical, sophisticated, or serene.
It’s an immediate conduit to emortions.

WHAT DOES INTENSE COLOR DO FOR A
SPAGE?

It depends on how it is used, really. You can wrap an entire
room—walls, ceilings, and curtains—in one shade and,
because all the elements are at a similar level of intensity, the
color sort of fades away. Conversely, I've done many rooms
that are basically neutral, but with strategically placed jolts of
color. People often leave that room with the impression thar
more color was present than actually was used.

WHAT DOES IT DO TO PEOPLE IN A SPACE?
First, it has an emotional impact on them—it tickles, soothes,
empowers. I think at the end of the day, strong, identifiable
color makes people feel they're someplace special. I never
embraced those color studies that draw conclusions between
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Her kitchen was done
by a professional.
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Her hair-do was not.

Members of the National Kitchen
& Bath Association represent
the finest professionals in the
industry. NKBA professionals
have the skills, expertise
and training to create
the perfect room to
match your lifestyle.
From concept to
completion ... from
building codes to design
trends — you'll get a
room that’s beautiful,
safe and functional.

To find the NKBA
ofessionals in
our area, visit
our Web site at
. www.NKBA.org

or call 877-
NKBA-PRO.

Because

sometimes

you need a
professional.
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